Student Leadership Committee
After a formal application and interview process, we are
thrilled to introduce our Student Leadership Committee for
this academic year. The 7 successful students gave a
fantastic interview and are dedicated to being excellent
ambassadors, promoting our ethos and making
Croesyceiliog a great school! They will also be committed to
representing all students and ensuring we are a school
community that is inclusive and diverse.
Head – Ffion M
Deputy – Elys SM
Committee members:
Ruby E, Emma W, Holly F, Zoe C, Cameron

Students of the Month – November 2021

Scott K 7IR
Jasmine C 8SC
Sebastian B 9PD
Naomi C 10SN
James O`B 10AS
Phoebe M 11NP
Elys S-M 11AS

For an excellent attitude to learning in all subjects and being a good friend to others.
For Perseverance and Resilience
For being caring, kind and helpful
For the care shown and empathy towards the wellbeing of others
For a positive outlook and sharing good humour and wit.
For the exceptional care taken to support the wellbeing of a friend
For going above and beyond in supporting a peer

Executive Headteacher, Mrs E Lewis
Can I welcome you to our annual Christmas Newsletter, I trust you will enjoy reading what our
students have got up to in and out of the classroom.
This term we have been able to return to a semblance of normality. Our educational routines have
felt more like they used to however it has certainly been a challenge at times. I would like to thank
all students, staff, governors and our parents/guardians for their contribution in ensuring we
remained open and kept our community safe.
We were delighted with the outcome of the Estyn monitoring visit in November, there were a
number of highlights in the report however one of the most pleasing aspects was that “Leaders at
all levels now have a clear and realistic picture of the school’s strengths and areas for development”. As the Exec HT this is
crucial, we know what to celebrate but also what we need to focus on so our best practice becomes our common practice.
As stated previously our aim is that we continue improve as a school, we want to be outstanding! So following on from our
Estyn visit our staff body and governors continue to engage in activities focussed on driving the school forwards, these are:
 All staff are engaged in our peer enquiry cycle where by all teachers work in small groups focussing on improving
one aspect of their teaching;
 Senior and middle leaders have undertaken a year 10 peer review, visiting 30 lessons evaluating learning and
looking at work in students books.
 Our link governors have been into school meeting with leaders and staff looking at key areas of the schools work.
Our professional learning sessions and INSET days are used to build on what we learn from these school improvement
activities. This cycle of evaluation and improvement is continuous throughout the year and are of significant benefit to the
school.
Our planning and preparation for implementation of the Curriculum for Wales is taking place alongside our cluster primary
schools. Our aim is that we have a high level curriculum plan that secures a joint understanding of learner progression from
foundation phase right through into key stage 4. Staff are working collaboratively within their areas of learning experience
and within the skills areas of literacy, numeracy and digital competence.
Our formal partnership with King Henry VIII School, Abergavenny continues to flourish. All senior and many middle leaders
and a number of our governors have established highly effective relationships that are mutually beneficial for both schools.
This school to school working is all the more important as both schools rise to the challenges presented by the Curriculum
for Wales and new Additional Learning Needs Code of Practice.
Finally, can I wish you all a happy Christmas and a restful New Year.

Head of School, Mr A Davies
It is hard to believe that it is the end of the Autumn term and my first term at Croesyceiliog School.
I have thoroughly enjoyed my first 14 weeks at the school and I have been thoroughly impressed by
the students and the resilience they have shown in lessons and around the school in what continues
to be a challenging period for all. What has struck me is how polite our students are and how proud
they are to be members of the Croesyceiliog community.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank all our students, parents and guardians for their on-going support, especially
with regards to our daily school safety procedures which have changed as the term has progressed in response to the
national Covid-19 situation. We are delighted in how our students are engaging in their lessons and we are pleased to see
that high numbers of students are engaging in thriving extracurricular activities. Especially pleasing has been the number
of Year 7 students taking part in physical activities which shows they have settled in to school life and making the most of
their time at Croesyceiliog School. Our school library has also reopened during breaktimes and it is wonderful to see many
of our students across all year groups accessing this brilliant facility during lunch times and at the end of the day. The full
list of extra-curricular activities can be found on the school website at: Extra-Curricular Clubs at Croesyceiliog.
This newsletter makes me immensely proud to be the Head of School at Croesyceiliog and I hope that you enjoy reading
about all the wonderful experiences that the students have enjoyed during the start of the 2021/22 academic year. The
term so far has been full of exciting learning opportunities in which students have been respectful while working hard in
their development to becoming ambitious, capable learners.
Have a great Christmas break and a well-deserved break. Nadolig llawen a blwyddyn newydd dda.

Switch Off Fortnight
Representatives from our school Senedd and Student Leadership Team recently attended a
meeting with the Schools Energy Finance Office for Torfaen in order to discuss how our school
can be involved in this year’s energy saving campaign Switch Off Fortnight. Students learned more
about the small changes we as a school can make to help save energy and save the planet. Upon
return in January, they will share these tips with the school community so that everyone can help
make Croesyceiliog an eco - friendly school. During the meeting, our representatives also learned
how to access data that will enable them to monitor and compare our energy usage each month.

Senedd Croesy Update
This year’s Senedd representatives have been elected and have engaged in whole
Senedd virtual meetings and projects with the Youth Participation officer for the
local Authority and our KS4 Leadership Committee. Our team has focused on how
to promote kindness this term with an advent calendar of kindness and small acts
of Christmas kindness in form classes. The Senedd and student leadership team
arranged for the donation of several carloads of donations to our local foodbank
and are continuing to fundraise for local charities. Next term our student leaders
and a team of experts will help us to create an inclusion and diversity policy to
share with the school community. In recent meetings this has been an issue that
the team feels very passionate about.

Baxter Dog Project
Our Wellbeing dog is a regular visitor to school and is working with a trained therapeutic
handler to support the wellbeing of our students and staff. The aim of the project is to
improve attendance and to develop positive connections with our school community. It is
working!

Knitting Club
We are delighted to see our knitting club becoming
increasingly popular every week. Amelia R. in 7HI has
been the most inspiring knitter, recruiting new members
every week! Mrs Sharp is leading the crochet crewthank you, Mrs Sharp! From January, we will be starting
to assemble our bunting in preparation for the
celebrations of the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee.

Puzzle of the Week – Maths Department
Puzzle of the week has been running in the Maths Department
throughout this half term. Every week there is a new puzzle to solve.
Challenges involve using various skills learned in maths as well as
logical thinking and problem solving techniques.
New puzzles can be seen weekly on maths department Instagram
(@croesymaths)
Special mention to the following students who have engaged and
persevered to find a solution:
Y8 - Maddie B, Mason A, Riley P, Heidi C and Mckenzie H.
Y9 - Liz J, Alice M, Charlie M and Alan Y.
Y11 – Erin H, Ruby E and Arwen R.

Accelerated Reader
A whopping 32,353,036 words, over 1,800 books and not forgetting the countless lost
bookmarks, Year 7 & 8 have made fantastic progress in their reading so far this year
with students making the most of the school’s new library. Special congratulations to
7HI and 8eh/En1a who have read the most so far this year, although there are several
classes snapping at their heels. Students will be suitably rewarded for their hard work
with certificates and prizes when they return from their well-earned Christmas break.
Happy Christmas from Mr Bunch and all the English Department.

15 year 9 students from 9NJ had the fabulous opportunity to broaden their horizons about
languages and discover new identities and cultures. Over a series of six workshops, they have
embraced their belonging to a wider, global community as informed citizens of the world.
Some outstanding engagement and contribution from Danny H., Savannah D., Junior M, who
were guided by Mr Smith and our amazing mentor, Carrie Powell, from Cardiff University.

We are looking forward to mentoring and inspiring more students in the
Spring term, which will encourage our students to take on the challenge
of a modern foreign language at GCSE.

Science News
Year 7 have settled into Croesy life well and have been studying topics such as I love Chemistry
investigating different types of rock salt, cells and systems learning about the basic building
blocks of life and how they work together in organisms and Newton’s world where they learn
about forces such as gravity. Pupils have measured the density of irregular shaped objects and
the effect of gravity on falling cupcake cases. They have also created booklets about Isaac
Newton.
Year 8 have extended their knowledge in I love Chemistry discovering how water is purified and
in the Newton’s world topic learning about resultant forces, velocity and calculating speed
distance and time. Students have also been studying adaptations and feeding relationships and
measuring variation in their class.

Year 9 have been learning about rates of reaction, domestic electricity and how much it
costs to run electrical items in the home, circulatory system and heart disease, the periodic
table movement across membranes. Pupils are making full use of our labs and have
carried out practicals including measuring heart rate, heart dissection and observing
osmosis in potatoes. Year 9 students have extracted DNA from kiwi fruit.

Year 10 have settled well into KS4 and have started work in earnest towards their first GSCE exams in June. They have
studied topics such as the periodic table, the national grid and respiration and the respiratory system. They have been
sitting end of topic tests to practice for their exams and have shown a conscientious approach to these on the whole.

Year 11 have been working hard this term in the lead up to their PPE exams in
December. These exams are going to give students a strong indication of how they
are working and areas for improvement as they continue their journey towards
their GCSE exams in May. Masterclasses have been running afterschool and it has
been a pleasure to see students attending physics on a Monday, biology on a
Tuesday and chemistry on a Thursday. All are welcome to attend these sessions to
further consolidate their understanding of the topics we have covered.

Technology News
During the first term of school it has been so pleasing to see our KS3 students engaging in the designing and making projects.
There have been some really impressive results across year 7, 8 and 9 and some excellent examples of creativity,
independence and resilience. We have been blown away by the level of work completed! Keep it up! Students will continue
to work on all aspects of technology and will rotate onto a new project in January 2022.

GCSE students have been working hard on the NEA and continuing with course content. They are progressing well and the
majority of Food and Nutrition practical assessments will be completed by the end of this term. Mrs Davies has been so
impressed by the level of skill displayed!

The ICT department has hugely impressed with students across both KS3 and KS4 as they
have adapted to new software packages during this term.
Year 10 students have settled in well to the brand-new Digital Technology course and
have been developing vital skills using the Adobe Creative Suite. Their new skills were
evident in their App Challenge project in which some outstanding work was produced.
Year 11 students are progressing well with their coursework and are on target to finish
both units early in the New Year.

KS3 students have produced some excellent Desk Top Publishing work using a range of
software to produce documents for different audiences. Years 8 and 9 have been
completing a Welsh Theme Park project and have used their collaboration and team
working skills to produce a theme park ride or elements of a theme park using Minecraft
Education Edition.

Literacy Support – Lexonik
Students have been enjoying success this term with Lexonik Leap and Advance
interventions. We have been discussing syllables and vowel sounds, linking with
strategies to break up and put together longer words, helping both reading and
spelling. Making connections between unknown words using common prefix, root
word and suffix definitions improves understanding of vocabulary across the
curriculum. Our six-week courses have seen students’ reading ages improve by an
amazing 31 months on average.

Nurture
The school operates a year 7 Nurture Base to support students transition and progress at KS3. The sessions help learners
develop their social skills and build their self-esteem. A baseline Boxall profile is completed on each student along with a
Goodman’s questionnaire. This information provides us with an accurate synopsis of each student, to provide bespoke
learning provision to meet their individual needs. This new provision has proved effective in improving students confidence
in mainstream lessons whilst ensuring their wellbeing.

Accelerated Maths
Students from Years 7,8 and 9 have been enjoying success this term with the
Accelerated Learning programme. They have been building on their skills in:
multiplication, division, percentages, fractions, decimals and ratio. The
interventions have proven to be beneficial with learner improvements shown
both in lessons and in assessment data.
The feedback obtained from students has been very positive, stating that they
have found the sessions have improved their confidence in maths and enabled
them to become more independent learners.

Sporting Success – Congratulations!

Welsh Cup
Well done to Year 7 Boys, U13 Girls and Year 10 Boys (pictured above) on making it through to the national rounds of the
Welsh Cup.
Cardiff City Scholarships
Dan B and Louis P Year 11
Netball
Harriet G, Hollie H, Esme P Year 10 and Dana T Year 11 on being selected for South East Wales
Rugby
Congratulations to the following boys on being selected for Pontypool Schools Rugby: Zack L Year 11, Rhys B, Aneurin E,
Cameron S & Max W Year 10
International Honours
Harry D Year 11 Water Polo
Katie W Year 11 Girls Football

Girls Active Leaders
Our Girls Active leaders; Holly E, Olivia S, Eve W-S, Marissa Q, Grace A and Alice M have been very busy since September.
They have been leading lunchtime clubs for our students from Years 7-11 with activities including dodgeball, volleyball
and badminton. They are currently working on some exciting projects for January, including stress relief sessions and
raising awareness of health and wellbeing within our school community. Follow them on Twitter @CroesyGirl

Art Department
Once again, we have enjoyed a very busy Autumn term in the Art
Department. It has been a pleasure to have the opportunity to hang
several pieces of Art work around the school for all to enjoy. The
Christmas card competition was well received by all year groups. The
talented GCSE Art student Ruby E created the winning design (pictured
right). The card is in the process of being sent to all staff, governors and
local primary schools to wish them a very merry Christmas.
Our four classes of GCSE students in Years 10 and 11 continue to make
superb progress, particularly now that we are back in our Art rooms
where students have had access to all the specialised equipment and
resources on offer. Students have particularly enjoyed the painting and
printmaking projects this term.

KS3 classes have also been hard at working on developing skills within
their sketchbooks and outcomes. Year 8 have worked collaboratively to
create expressive colour self-portraits. These will be displayed in the Year
8 and Art corridor for everyone to admire.

We continue to encourage our students to visit exhibitions and get involved in activities such as Criw Celf supported by the
Arts Council Wales, at Llantarnam Grange in Cwmbran. Several KS3 students have received invites to participate in the
young arts Criw Celf art programme at the Grange. Year 8 student also came 2nd place in the Criw Celf Portrait Competition
winning £75 worth of art materials! Year 10 /11 GCSE Photographers have also recently visited Newport’s Photomarathon.
Mrs Broughton and Mrs Jones have also run numerous Masterclasses for GCSE Art and Photography students this term.
Each one has been very well attended and we are pleased to see many students making excellent progress on their Unit 1
- Coursework Portfolio. Mrs Broughton is looking forward to offering an after school Photography Club to many keen KS3
students next term

Humanities News
Geography
Students have been making good progress in Geography
this year. Indeed, many have been learning a wide range
of topics already this term. Students have been working
extremely hard to improve their Geographical knowledge
and skills. Year 7 have been completing an assessment
regarding building a new windfarm in Cwmbran.
Students have been using their map skills as well as
decision making, in order to decide in which part of the
town a new wind farm would be best. Year 8 have been
studying about different diseases such as Ebola, Cholera
and the Zika virus. With the current global climate around
Covid-19, students have been interested to learn about
other diseases around the World. Year 9 have been
completing tectonics from learning how volcanoes form
to understanding how people can prepare for an
earthquake.
Year 10 have begun their GCSE journey with learning about the distinctive landscapes of the UK and the world. While
learning about key processes along the way, they have also started to utilise key skills within their lessons to ensure that
when it comes to the examinations they will be ready and prepared. Finally, our Year 11 students have been completing
their coursework, utilising the fieldwork elements covered in our lessons this year. Students have been looking at the
sustainability of Cwmbran shopping centre and whether the last 18 months will impact on its ability to continue to serve
the community. Students have been working really hard on this, in order that they can maximise their success in the
examination.

Religion, Values and Ethics
Students in year 7 have focused on the topic ‘Who am I?’ They have
been able to develop their understanding about themselves as well
as their locality and the world around them. They have more
recently been focusing on the symbol of light and looking at festivals
such as Christmas, Diwali and Hanukah.
Students in year 8 have focused on Christianity today. They have
studied the features and importance of the church as a place of
worship. They have also looked at different sacraments such as
baptism, marriage and the Eucharist. As a result, learners have
created a diary entry on a visit to a local church and are soon to
complete an explain style question on the varying Christian beliefs
about the Eucharist.
Year 9 students have been focusing on prejudice and discrimination with a particular focus on the Holocaust. As a result of
their studies, learners have been able to use empathy and develop their literacy skills by creating emotive poetry on the
events and experiences Jews and other minority groups faced during the Holocaust.
Students in year 10 have made good progress with their GCSE studies. They have finished their first module on life after
death which focused on ethical issues such as organ donation, euthanasia abortion and the afterlife. They have since started
their module on Christianity and have made good progress on topics such as the nature of humanity and beliefs about Jesus
as the incarnation of God.
Learners of year 11 have continued to progress in their religious studies. They have this term finished their module on
relationships which focused on marriage, divorce, remarriage, cohabitation, contraception, attitudes towards
homosexuality and the roles of men and women in positions of authority. They have recently started their final module of
human rights and are making sound progress towards their exams.
History
The History department are pleased with the progress that Year 7 have made since September. Across the board, Year 7
have a great attitude to learning in all lessons, they bring all their equipment and make teaching them a pleasure. This term
Year 7 have been focusing on ‘How William was able to control England?’ Year 7 have made an informative book that
explains to Year 5 students how William was able to control England. A superb effort has been made on these books, well
done to all of you!
Year 8 students have been studying the Tudors. They have been focusing on the Spanish Armada which culminated in them
applying their knowledge and understanding to a difficult usefulness question on the Armada portrait.
In Year 9 students have been studying Jack the Ripper and the Titanic. They have been applying their knowledge and
understanding to challenging questions, such as ‘Who was Jack the Ripper?’ and ‘Why did so many people die on the
Titanic?’ This knowledge has been applied through the medium of historical skills as well as creative writing.
At Key Stage 4 our students have been working diligently on a range of topics. Our Year 10 students have been showing
very good progress studying the USA 1910-1929. Indeed, they are finishing the prohibition and government corruption
chapter. Our Year 11 students have just finished studying ‘Depression, War and Recovery’ and are now making good
progress on their NEA which is based on the treatment of black Americans and the Civil Rights movement.
We are very proud of the quality of work our students have been producing and would encourage all parents to have a look
at the work being produced!

Christmas Concert 2021

This year, the Expressive Arts faculty did things a little differently with regards to a Christmas Concert. Due to current
restrictions, we decided to put together a Virtual Christmas Concert. As part of the student’s Music lessons, Year 7s were
asked to pick a famous Christmas song and rehearse it ready for a recorded performance. In the final week of term, the
school hall was set up ready for the recordings and each form class took it in turns on the stage to perform their song.
The students had a lot of fun during the recording, with some bringing along some Christmas accessories! The Christmas
Concert also contains a reading of the poem ‘A Visit From St. Nicholas’ by Clement Clarke Moore and some performances
of some traditional Christmas songs by three Year 11 GCSE Music students. Whilst it was lovely to get back to performing
again, we are hoping that we will be able to put on live performances again as soon as is safe.
Thank you to Elys Sweet-Morgan, Ruby Evans, Holly Ford, Kelsey Aherne, Ffion Millership, Hollie Moran and all of the Year
7 students who took part.

Drama
Since returning in September students across all year groups have been busy exploring a range of topics and themes while
developing their creative thinking, approach to group working and practical performance skills.
GCSE students in Year 11 have completed their GCSE 1 practical examinations, where they performed their own devised
performances in the style of a theatre practitioner of their choosing. In Year 10, students have begun to explore a range
of styles and approaches to creating theatre, including the techniques of Bertolt Brecht and Steven Berkoff.
In years 7-9 some examples of the range of topics and themes studied include developing mime skills, the stories of Roald
Dahl, World War 2 evacuees and creating drama based on the work of Welsh pop icons such as the Stereophonics and
Tom Jones. Work has been met with enthusiasm, maturity and a growing confidence. It has also been really pleasing to
see so many students from these year groups attend the Drama Clubs at lunch times. If anyone else would like to come
and join us at these then please check the clubs timetable or see Mr Morgan for information.

Curriculum for Wales – Croesyceiliog Cluster Curriculum
The Croesyceiliog Cluster of schools ( Croesyceiliog Comprehensive, Maendy Primary,
Pontnewydd Primary, Llantarnam Primary, Ponthir Primary, Llanyravon Primary and
Croesyceiliog Primary) has made a commitment to work together to create a truly local
curriculum that reflects the area in which our students live.
Leaders and teachers from all schools have met regularly over the past few years, moving
to virtual meetings during the pandemic, to share plans and their best practice from their
classrooms.
During the summer term of 2021, teachers from every school met here at Croesyceiliog to further plan out the progressive
development of knowledge, skills and experiences for our students, especially at the Year 5, 6 and 7 transition pathway.
The result of the meetings was a significantly improved understanding of how we can work together closely to develop our
curriculum.
On the 1st November, a joint Cluster INSET day was held to further develop this work, involving all staff in all schools. Further
collaborative work is planned for the Spring Term.
Middle Leaders at Croesyceiliog are attending a wide range of Curriculum for Wales workshops run by the EAS school
improvement service, and continue to plan for the introduction of the CfW for Year 7 in September 2022.

Additional Learning Needs Reforms
The Additional Learning Needs Code for Wales 2021 contains statutory guidance for meeting the additional learning needs
of children and young people.
From 1 September 2021, schools saw the ALN system commence exclusively for children of compulsory school age and
below who:
 are newly identified as having an additional learning need (ALN) following ALN Code processes, regardless of their
setting - including those that may attend an EOTAS setting, an independent school or who are electively home
educated
From 1st January 2022, the ALN system will commence for children of compulsory school age and below who:
 attend maintained schools (including PRUs) in Nursery Years 1 and 2,(N1 and N2) and Year 1, Year 3, Year 5, Year 7
and Year 10) who have special educational provision.
At Croesyceiliog School, we have been developing our ALN systems in line with the new guidance to ensure the learners
views and feelings are at the heart of the process of planning the support required to enable them to learn effectively and
achieve their full potential.

