CROESYCEILIOG SCHOOL
SUMMER 2020
OLIVER

‘Please

Sir can we have some more…..!!!!!

In February the Drama and Music departments
worked together to stage this year’s school
production of ‘Oliver!’ showcasing the talent of
almost 50 of our artistic students from across all
year groups.
As they brought to life Charles Dickens’ classic
characters Oliver and his cohorts, the audience
was treated to plenty of oom-pah-pahs, singing
and dancing in spectacular performances over
four nights. As well as on stage performers,
students held positions in the technical,
backstage and front of house areas. Everyone’s
hard work at rehearsals for months in advance
really paid off with the final performances
being a great success and a fantastic way to
continue the tradition of high quality Croesy
shows from the old building on to a new stage.
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Message from Executive Head Teacher, Mrs E Lewis
Dear student, parent and carers, I trust you will find this newsletter engaging as we share the many
successes of our students and the wider range of activities they have engaged in since September. Our
intention will be to produce a regular newsletter that celebrates all that is good at Croesyceiliog
School.
Starting a new role within education is always daunting however I don’t think anyone foresaw that my
first official day at Croesyceiliog School as Executive Head teacher would be the first day of our
enforced school closure due to the COVID – 19 crisis. The shift from a ‘real’ school to a ‘virtual’ school
has been my first priority. Although not perfect we have moved a huge distance since Friday 20 th
March in terms of our e Learning offer and distance wellbeing support. It’s not perfect but we are
constantly refining this.
As you are all aware Croesyceiliog School was placed in Estyn category of ‘special measures’ in
February 2020. Following the closure of all school across Wales, Estyn stepped away from any
specified deadlines to work with our school so we could focus on the key priorities I have outlined
above. However I have used the time since my appointment to draft our post inspection action plan
in response to the five recommendations identified in their report. Our strategy is to have an
approved plan in place so when our school re-opens we are able to hit the ground running and make
the rapid improvement in the quality of education we all desire.
As part of the post inspection action planning process it is expected we engage with parents and
carers. This obviously has not been possible so I am now asking for any questions or observations
from yourselves that we can use to shape our plans to move the school forward. Please send these
labelled ‘Parental Feedback’ to head.croesyceiliogcomp@torfaen.gov.uk I shall not on this occasion
provide individual feedback however I will use your input to generate an overall response that I hope
all will find informative.
I was delighted that I had the opportunity to meet with all the staff prior to closure. I was bowled over
by the warmth of the reception plus a real sense that the staff body are up for the challenge to make
the improvements required in the quality of education offered at Croesyceiliog School. We are already
holding virtual meetings and professional learning sessions to start some of the actions required. I
shall continue to drive this so, as I stated earlier, we can hit the ground running when we re-open.
My last thoughts are for the students at Croesyceiliog School. This is certainly a challenging time for
you all particularly those who were expecting to sit examinations this summer. Be assured we are
working hard to make sure no student is negatively affected. As your executive head teacher I cannot
wait until I get to meet you all. A school community is sum of all its parts and without you the school
is not complete. One of the privileges of working within education is that I get to work with wonderful
young people. I cannot wait to meet and learn with you, the students of Croesyceiliog School.
I trust you enjoy this newsletter plus please keep sharing the many examples of excellent home
learning with us.
Elspeth Lewis
Executive Headteacher

2

CROESYCEILIOG SCHOOL
Visit from Education Minister
Kirsty Williams
NEW SCHOOL
BUILING
On 23rd January 2020 students
and staff were delighted to
welcome the Education
Minister, Kirsty Williams for
the official opening ceremony
of Croesyceiliog’s new school
building together with the
leading provider of
construction and
infrastructure services Kier
and Torfaen Council. The new
build is part of the 21st
Century Schools programme
in Wales and will provide firstclass facilities for 1,200
students.

As part of the official opening of the new school building, Kirsty
Williams was treated to some songs by the cast of the school
production of ‘Oliver!’, as well as an impromptu performance of a
song from ‘Hamilton’ by members of the Senior Choir. The
minister, when in conversation with the students who sang on her
arrival to the school, mentioned how much she had enjoyed the
hugely successful Broadway and West End musical, leading to
members of the choir performing the song ‘Guns & Ships’, with a
highly impressive rap solo by Kimberley W from Year 11. The
minister was treated to the song ‘Consider Yourself’ from the cast
of the school’s production of ‘Oliver!’ which was performed a
couple of weeks after the visit.

The main building is threestoreys high with bright and
spacious classrooms, a
double-height assembly hall,
drama and learning resource
centre as well as a dining area.
In addition, there is a separate
two-storey sports block with a
double height sports hall, gym
and activity studio which will
be available to the local
community outside of school
hours.
Students and staff are thrilled
with their new learning and
working environment.
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Good News from our Literacy, Language and
Communication Faculty
Congratulations to Grace S in Year 7 who has raised over £70 for Readathon, a national
charity which will pay for books for children in hospital. Our nearest hospital is Noah’s Ark
Children’s Hospital for Wales, Cardiff.
For children in hospital, books and stories are particularly important – they comfort,
distract, reassure and entertain. Read for Good provides a regular supply of brand new
books along with storyteller visits to brighten up the days of children in all of the UK’s
main children’s hospitals. Children unable to leave their beds can choose books from
our specially designed mobile bookcase which wheels right up to their bedside. Because
they are brand new, the books are safe for those at high risk of infection.

Just nine days before the rather abrupt
end to the spring term, Mrs Sharp, and her
team, Dylan W and Jack B (Y7) and Will B
and Corey W (Y8) competed in the Schools
Challenge Quiz held at Monmouth Boys’
School.

Dylan, Jack, Will & Corey

Once again, Croesyceiliog were the only
state school taking part and once again,
the boys were a credit to their school,
holding their own despite not progressing
any further in the competition this time.
Monmouth Boys’ were great hosts and as
usual the refreshments were excellent.
Thanks again to the boys’ parents for
allowing them to take part and thanks
boys for being a great advertisement for
Croesyceiliog School.
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Reminiscence of Ramadan
The only light that flickers
On this holy night
Was not the small candles lit for celebration
Nor the fireplace lit to embrace
And warm the hearts of devoted participants
Calling for the beginning
Of the fasting.
It was the light of a dull shine
Emitting from the broken lamppost,
The small flickers depicted
The empty feeling of solitude,
Which once was a feeling
Of exchanged happiness.
The murk filled glass
Surrounding the small fragment of life
Portrays the hope of a Ramadan
Like the last,
Long, blissful days of devoting our time to good deeds,
Short, yet memorable nights, with family and friends
To breakfast and enjoy the food we all made together.
The small flickers of light
Renders the thought
Of spending Ramadan in reclusion,
No sharing of Iftar,
No small giggles and chitters of the toddlers
Who tried their best to keep their fast
But could not resist the trifles and puddings
No professional reviews given by aunties
On the hostess’s peeled bean salad

One light portrayed such a lonely time
Yet not a thousand words could describe the
happiness shared between the families during this holy month.
By Anjum A Year 8.
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For the third year running, 24 enthusiastic year 9 students and 8 year 12 students
participated in the pioneering Cardiff University MFL Mentoring Cymru project: 58 MFL
undergraduates mentors, in 71 schools across Wales mentor year 8 & 9 students about the
benefits of learning a modern foreign language.

The following students were nominated by Laura, our mentor, for their outstanding
engagement in the workshops and were selected to represent our school at the Award
Ceremony in Cardiff University on the 30th March 2020: Mia C, Harry D, Katie H, Cerys L,
Lydia M, Isabel P, Lydia S, Megan W, Seren W, and Sophie W. Well done to you all!
The event was unfortunately cancelled but our worthy students will receive goody bags
when we return to school.
Many thanks to Laura Goded Lopez, our inspiring and talented multilingual mentor!

In 2020-2021, we will continue to participate actively in this amazing initiative, which has,
in the last few years, promoted uptake of languages at KS4 and secured viable French and
Spanish classes at GCSE level.
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Good News from our Maths and Numeracy Faculty
Year 7

This term year 7 have been working on skills with Miss Price to allow them to design
packaging for a product; 2D and 3D shapes, perimeter, area, volume, 3D drawings, plans
and elevations, nets, surface area.
Their task was to create packaging for a new maths gadget the “MathsBot” given certain
criteria. Below are some of the entries we received – well done year 7, great job!

Year 10
A huge WELL DONE to the students in year 10 who sat a PPE before school was closed and
considering this assessment was sat in very stressful times, we are so very pleased to see
so many of you improving by at least one GCSE grade from your December PPE. The
maths department are very proud of all of you as you are well and truly on your journey
to GCSEs next year. Keep up the excellent work everyone, we believe in you!
Maths is for life, not just for school! People
forget that maths is actually used in the real
world. I’m sure a lot of you will have baked
something, maybe even built something whilst
you have been off school. A lot of these things
will include many areas of maths and numeracy
without you even realising.
Mrs Trigg is setting a weekly practical task for her year 7 class to complete and we would
love to see your pictures if any other year groups would also like to join in! Send them to
@croesymaths on twitter or email to z.collins@croesy.schoolsedu.org.uk.
Task - kitchen challenge. Measuring, timing, counting are all things that you need in the
kitchen and are linked to maths. You can decide what it is you do. You could either bake,
cook, make a smoothie, whatever it is you like (and have the ingredients!).
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Good News from our Science and Technology Faculty
At the end of 2019 we moved into the new school and therefore the new science classrooms. Staff
and students alike were excited to get started in the new building, making the most of the modern
facilities. Students have had the opportunity to participate in a wide variety of learning
experiences, including extended writing to help improve their literacy skills, graph work and
calculations to improve their numeracy skills, modelling activities to help understand abstract
ideas, oral activities such as discussions on intensive farming and GM foods, and improving
scientific thinking by designing and carrying out experiments to investigate different hypotheses.
A few examples of these are show below.
Year 8 students, in Chemistry,
learnt about how particles join
together. They made models of
the ionic and covalent bonding
structures. This helped them
apply their knowledge to explain
the different properties of
compounds.

Students performed experiments using
electric circuits, including designing an
experiment to explore how changing the
voltage effects the current.

In Biology students have been using microscopes in
all year groups, sometimes making their own slides
and sometimes using pre-prepared ones. Year 7
looked at the structure of onion cells, Year 10 made
their own slides of onion and cheek cells, and looked
at blood smears and blood vessels whilst Year 11
looked at dividing cells in the root tips of garlic. Sixth
formers viewed spinal cords, anthers and intestinal
villi and learnt how to calibrate a microscope so that
they could calculate the exact size of the samples
they were viewing, and draw them to scale.
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Extra-curricular STEM club was being run by 2 Year 12 students for Year 7 students. These sessions
were entirely planned and carried out by the Year 12 students, and were attended by a group of
very enthusiastic students who thoroughly enjoyed the opportunity for extra practical and
creative work in science.
Joe said: Initially we carried out activities with the students in the hope to interest them in science.
We learnt that a select few of the students had ALN, so we used it as an opportunity to try to
develop different skills that they could take to their other lessons too - teamwork, listening and
communication. We did various activities including a volcanic eruption, burning metals,
dissection, slime, aerodynamics in bottle rockets and making crystals. We also did a project that
we didn't get to finish. We were making planets relative to size out of papíer mache and painting
them to hang them up on the ceiling. We took them on a trip to Techniquest to watch a show
with Mrs O’Sullivan and Mrs Pryce.

Mrs O’Sullivan said: The move to the new school gave me the opportunity to provide a space for
two of our year 13’s to run the Year 7 STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths) Club.
Joe and Chayla had taken on the task of setting up and running the club as part of their Welsh
Baccalaureate qualification. Initially I was a little unsure of what they would be using my brand
new classroom for but I needn’t have worried.
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Each week, the pair came up with a range of activities for the students to participate in, from
creating pop rockets out of old film canisters to making Copper sulphate crystals. The final project
was to learn more about the planets and produce scale papier mache models of each one. This
was all in preparation for a trip to Techniquest in Cardiff Bay. The purpose of which was to view a
special presentation in the Planetarium about the planets and the constellations.

On 22nd January, we all set off to Techniquest, arriving early so students had plenty of time to
look at the permanent exhibitions. The highlight of the visit was the Planetarium. The guide was
excellent and had all the students hanging on his every word.
I would like to say a big thank you to Joe and Chayla for all their hard work. They ran the whole
thing, including the trip, with minimal effort from myself or Mrs Pryce.
Revision sessions were up and running for Year 11, with students attending regularly and being
very focussed and engaged in the sessions after school. On one occasion we had to get more
stools as 35 students attended a biology afterschool revision session, a record for the science
department – well done Year 11!
The 6th form have been working hard honing their skills and learning though practical activities,
including titrations in Chemistry and dissecting hearts and lily flowers in biology.
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Year 13 students have been putting their biological
knowledge and skills to good use outside the classroom.
Amelia completed work experience in a cardiology unit,
and learnt so much whilst there. She also went to
South Africa representing Wales in a First Aid
competition, and performed extremely well.

Ieuan has been working on a farm looking after livestock, including
helping with lambing and hand-rearing an orphaned lamb in his
house.

Josh J completed work experience at the Heath hospital
where he worked with different research groups. He looked
at exosomes which are vesicles used in the body to transport
substances to other cells, so that the research group could go
onto learning how to manipulate the exosomes to carry
medicines in order to destroy cancerous cells. He also
completed a project at Edinburgh University looking at testing
the toxicity of different substances using photo bacteria.

Ella completed her Welsh Bacc investigation on the public’s differing views towards vaccinations,
she was very enthusiastic about the project and very knowledgeable, going above and beyond in
her research, and interviews and surveys gathering public opinion. Miss Hubbard was put through
her paces on an interview about the impact of the anti-vaccination movement. On the last day
before school closing, year 13 students helped to move ‘Endo the fish’ out of the West building
and into his new home on C floor of the new build where he can be looked after by the caretaking
team during school closure. We are so pleased to be keeping in touch with Year 13 students, and
wish them every success with their University applications.

11

CROESYCEILIOG SCHOOL
The Technology rooms have provided a new area where students can be creative to design and
make a number of items. The first term teachers focussed on introducing the students to the new
environment and our students couldn’t wait to get started. The workshops were busy with
students getting back to modelling and making, whilst the kitchens were filled with the smells of
baking!
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ICT

KS3 students are all working on the 'The Inspiring Digital Enterprise Award', known as iDEA
is an international programme that helps them develop digital, enterprise and
employability skills for free. Through a series of online challenges, they can win careerenhancing badges, unlock new opportunities and, ultimately, gain industry recognised
awards that help them stand out from the crowd. Some students had already earned
themselves a badge or two before the school was closed. Well done to those that are
completing the challenges.

Business News 2019/20 in the Wider Community
Recycling Project
In September we relaunched our recycling project as an official Torfaen collection point,
collecting bottle tops, crisp packets, confectionary wrappers and writing instruments such
as pens. We once again collected huge quantities with the help the canteen and various
forms, in particular 7CE and 8IT.

Torfaen Santa Appeal
Every year generous Torfaen residents donate hundreds
of gifts to the annual Christmas Santa Appeal to ensure
that some of the most vulnerable children living in the
borough don’t miss out at Christmas. This year
Croesyceiliog staff bought Christmas gifts for 25 young
people across the county. The canteen staff, 9MI and
10JC also generously donated some fantastic hampers.
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In The Classroom
Cambridge National in Enterprise & Marketing
This year we have introduced a new course, Cambridge National in Enterprise &
Marketing. One of the key elements is being able to deliver a sales pitch. So right from
early in September year 10 students have been working on their presentation skills. I have
been super proud to have seen how their confidence has grown over the year! At their
last presentation I invited Mrs Pryce to sit in on their ice lolly pitches and she was very
much impressed! Students undertook a ten well Apprentice Challenge for homework,
where they were set tasks to complete to develop their entrepreneurial skills. They are
currently working on coursework to design and market a casual hat. One of the successful
tasks so far has been to create customer profiles.

New Classroom
The biggest change this year has been the move from D3 in the West building to C24 in the
new! A brand new culture of being 99.9% paperless has been a steep learning curve but
students have adapted quickly with the use of Google Classroom. The new ICT facilities
have been very much improved our learning environment.
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Good News from the Humanities Faculty
Geography

In September, the department took 84 students to
Southerndown Beach and Cardiff. The day was spent
practising a wide range of geographical fieldwork skills and
recording evidence in preparation for the November exam,
which tested students on how they conduct a piece of
fieldwork and explaining their findings. The department
were extremely pleased with how hard the students
worked to collect their primary data. We are very lucky to
be able to visit a range of environments which enable our
students to see the Geography taught in the classroom in
action. It is a fabulous way to learn about the subject firsthand.
Images: Southerndown beach – Year 11 students collecting primary data
Year 7 completed a microclimate fieldwork study around
the new school building site. Students looked at how
microclimates changed around the school building,
specifically looking on the direction of the wind, shelter
from buildings and the effect of shade/direction of the sun.
The results were discussed and interpreted in lessons and
written up like a fieldwork enquiry at GCSE level. The
department is currently looking at different ways the new
school site can be used to complete other fieldwork
opportunities from September.
Since September, the department has started running the BTEC Tech Travel and Tourism award.
Students are currently working through the assignments and have had the opportunity to visit a
travel agents in Cwmbran to experience the travel industry first-hand and how it works on a dayto-day basis. The students were well informed and asked a range of questions to the staff which
will undoubtedly assist in their preparations for the rest of the course. There are also plans to
conduct a video conference with a major UK airline as well as a
visit to a major theme park.
Image - Current Year 10 students helping the department promote
the course in January’s Year 9 Option Evening.
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The department also runs the school Eco-Club. Prior to the move to the new building, there were
monthly meetings to discuss and implement ways of making the school more environmentally
friendly. As the school has recently established a Senedd which links various school groups
together, the Eco Club is now one part of this bigger group. The Eco Club will have a representative
at the whole school council meetings to feedback ideas and initiatives. The Eco Club is currently in
the process of establishing separate KS3 and KS4 groups to link in with new timetable structure.
The aim, once school returns, is to work towards the Eco Schools Green Flag award.
History
Year 7 have impressed the history department with a mature attitude towards their studies. Their
hard work has seen great progress being made.
Year 8 were incredibly successful and resourceful in working under pressure to produce
newspapers on the Great Fire of London. They showed great team work and were able to achieve
the tight deadline while working as reporters, editors, feature editors and picture editors.

Ms Luckwell was delighted with the attitude
and effort which resulted in the amazing
progress that 8LJ and 8BJ made when
completing their assessment on Charles II.
Equally the students in 8SN that completed this
work also did an excellent job. Mrs Breeze was
also equally impressed with the team work
effort from 8NP 8AH and 8JS

The history department has witnessed great resilience in Y8 & 9 students who have their minds
firmly set on achieving a Level 8; not only are they working hard on identifying their own errors
and improving their work but are also carrying out independent research to include in work
completed.
Year 10 have demonstrated a mature attitude towards their controlled assessments.
Year 11 had their eyes fixed firmly on their examinations and we were thrilled with their attitude
towards their studies. We were delighted with their attendance at revision with 32 students
attending in the last week of school.
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Religious Studies
Options evening was a great success for the Religious
Studies Department here at Croesyceiliog School. The main
theme of the evening is light. Like many of the parables
and stories we teach as part of our syllabus light is an
important symbol as it provides guidance, strength and
security. We place great emphasis on these three qualities
to ensure that quality teaching is delivered to enhance our
learning environment so learners feel safe to share their
personal beliefs. The religious artefacts evidenced in the
photo are also used during lessons to develop a more
visual element to learning which provides students with a
greater understanding of religious belief and practice.

We believe that all students should have the experience to develop their learning outside of the
classroom. We maintain that educational visits provide a great opportunity for students to face a
range of challenges that contribute significantly to their personal development. As a result we
offer annual educational visits to all students which are designed to motivate and inspire our
young learners in order to extend their subject knowledge and develop an array of interpersonal
skills such as, team work, leadership, respect and trust. Such experiences give students the
opportunity to flourish both academically and physiologically. Students often develop their selfconfidence and resilience by partaking in our educational visits.

Year 7 – Belmont Abbey (Hereford). Focus on
life inside a Catholic Benedictine monastery
Emphasis on the diversity found within the
Christian faith tradition.
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Year 8 – Bristol and Clifton
Cathedral
. Focus on comparing and
contrasting features of an old and
contemporary Cathedral in order
to develop knowledge regarding
the disparity in belief and practice
within a faith tradition.

Year 9 – Imperial War Museum
(Holocaust Exhibition)
Focus on prejudice and
discrimination and how it can
lead to global tragedies such as
the Holocaust. To develop
empathy for others suffering and
encourage compassion
to help those who are suffering.

Year 10/11 (Full Course) –At St Paul’s Cathedral and the Wat Buddhapadipa Temple London
learners engaged in a Q&A session with a Priest who is a retired Prison Chaplain to focus on
developing a greater level of knowledge concerning Christian ethics and morality. At the
Buddhapadipa Temple, learners engage in guided Samatha (breathing) meditation and participate
in a Q&A session with a practicing Theravada Monk to develop knowledge regarding the Monastic
setting within the Eastern faith tradition.
The department also offered annual international trips for Full Course GCSE students to Krakow
and the infamous Auschwitz Concentration Camp and also Rome and Vatican City.
Two of our Sixth Form Students recently participated in the lessons from Auschwitz programme.
They took part in a full day excursion from Cardiff Airport to spend the day in Auschwitz enhancing
their knowledge about the events of the Holocaust and the importance of eradicating prejudice
and negative discrimination in the world today.
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Trip to St Paul’s Cathedral & the WAT Buddhapadipa Temple, London

Krakow, Poland – Auschwitz
Concentration Camp Trip

Holocaust Survivor – Steven Frank Talk
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Good News from the Health and Well Being Faculty
Skills Challenge
As part of their Skills Challenge, two of our Year 12 students having been running a STEM club for
our Year 7 students each week. This fantastic club culminated in a visit to Techniquest to finish
the project with a physics experience, learning about the formation of stars, planets and the solar
system. Many thanks to Joe BL, Chayla E and Mrs O Sullivan for organising such a fantastic club for
our students.

Year 12 Student, Libby W has also been taking part in her Community Challenge, Libby has been
running a dance club for KS3 students. There has been a fantastic take up from students and the
Health and Well Being department would like to say a massive thank you to Libby for giving up her
time and expertise to run this additional club! Da Iawn Libby.

Year 10 have completed their Enterprise Challenge to a very high standard. Every member of staff
states that they have seen an unprecedented level of creativity and innovation, from creating
personalised bullet points, sophisticated use of CAD and 3D drawings, using skills developed in
other subjects such as spreadsheets and formulas and implementing them in this challenge. Well
done Year 10 a great start to the course.
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Blesma and Making Generation R
The project aims to increase the resilience of
students in overcoming challenges. Students
completed various activities that showed
problem solving and communication skills.
Students also had the opportunity to speak with
the Blesma ambassadors about their
experiences. Thanks to all the inspirational
speakers, you were amazing. We received a
very complimentary email from Blesma praising
the maturity and behaviour of our Year 8
students – well done all!
LGBT+
Rainbow Croesy have been busy in school using their regular meetings to discuss ongoing issues
within school and researching platforms that could be used to educate students on anything
LGBTQ+. The suggestion box is an example of the work they are doing. Students can put questions
on a slip and then post it into the box to be answered by the team. The main news of the year is
the amalgamation of Rainbow Croesy into the schools SENNEDD framework. Two of our senior
members have a seat on the main school SENNEDD and they are excited to form positive
relationships with staff and other council members.
Duke of Edinburgh
2019-2020 has been the schools most successful year to date, with over 80 students participating
in either their Bronze or Silver award. The school are very proud of the student’s efforts in their
Physical/ Skill section, but most of all, their volunteering section. Croesyceiliog students have
clocked up an impressive 840+ hours! A huge achievement, with students giving up their time to
helps coach sport, lead Scouts/ Brownies/ Rainbows, buddy reading, helping the elderly,
community projects and more. Although the current Year 11 and 13 students were unable to
collect their certificates for completing the award, they will be sent out in the post in the near
future.

The current Year 10 students will be unable to
complete their expedition section this summer
term but will hopefully get the opportunity later
in the year. Students are making fantastic
progress from home, participating in activities
such as
*Personal fitness
*Skill development in a specific sport
*Web design
*Playing a variety of musical instruments
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Year 13
D of E. Silver – All groups finished! Fantastic Effort, grit and determination shown!
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Sporting Success
U15 Football team made it through to the
Quarter-Finals of the Welsh Cup
unfortunately losing to Ysgol Bro Myrddin

U12 Football boys made it through
to the last 32 in the Welsh Cup
unfortunately losing to a very
strong Corpus Christi School

International Honours/Success

Congratulations to Will R on being selected for Wales U19s
for their forthcoming fixtures. Prime example of hard work
and commitment to achieve your goals. Fantastic!!

Grace C representing Wales during a Taekwando competition in Turkey
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Eve G (left) has been selected to represent Wales in
this year’s U15s home internationals and a 3rd
consecutive cap

Marys M (right) Y7 representing Wales for
Karate (youngest player). She came third!

Welsh Internationals
Boxing
Dance
Karate
Rugby
Squash
Tae Kwon Do
Netball WNA Talent Centre

Hockey U16 Aspire Programme
Cerys E

Keiran J
Ashley S
Y7 Morgan M
Y11 Aimee P
Will R
Eve G
Grace C
Ella P
Esme P
Football U13 Welsh Schools
Logan M
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Show jumping
This is Jessykah in action at the area eventing qualifiers at Chepstow
race course in July last year where her team (Monmouthshire Pony
Club) came 4th in the Novice section. Jess jumped a double clear on
her pony Tonto.
Jess has a new horse now as she was getting a little big for her pony
and she is hoping to train him so she can eventually do eventing. Her
dream is to become a professional horse rider and ride at Badminton
horse trials one day.
Good luck Jessykah and follow your dreams.

Jessykah B – Year 9
Some of our students represented South East Wales in the Welsh Schools’ Cross Country in Brecon
during March: Carys C – Year 7, Amelia L-D – Year 7, Gabriel H – Year 8 & Holly G – Year 9
CRICKET
With the introduction of the new sports hall and double bay cricket nets, coupled with the
outdoor nets and artificial wicket, Croesyceiliog is the envy of many schools.
Mr Jones attended an advanced level 3 cricket coaching course, to teach students knowledge,
skills and confidence to help improve their game.
Sport Relief 2020
An amazing day, raising over £800 for Sport Relief.
Many thanks to our young leaders, Cerys W, staff and Ben from Creazione who delivered 5 hours
of Zumba! Again we had some amazing compliments about the effort levels, standard of
behaviour and enthusiasm of our students. Well done to everyone who took part and raised
money for Sport Relief.

The department would like to create an International Honours Board in the entrance to the new
Sports Hall. We would like to celebrate all students past and present. If you have represented
Wales or GB since January 2000 please can you send a photo with your cap/vest etc. either
through social media or email n.pryce@croesy.schoolsedu.org.u
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School Health Council
The school runs a Health Council, where students are able to feedback their opinions on a range of
topics involving Health and Well Being and have an input into the delivery of Health and Well
Being at Croesyceiliog School.
Sports Leaders
Our Young Leaders play an integral part in the delivery of sport in our wider community and our
school community.
Our Netball Leaders were involved in Torfaen Primary Schools tournament, where they umpired,
coached and supported the primary schools. Well done to Ella P, Bethan H, Grace W, Hollie H,
Seren W, Dana T and Ruby E.

Our young leaders also supported the Torfaen Athletics Cluster for our feeder primary schools
You might also have seen two of our students Libby W and past student Casey Lee B promoting
the #stayhomesavelives message across Torfaen as part of their role as Sports Leaders
We are extremely proud of all our Sports Leaders as they have such a vital role to play in
promoting Health and Well Being in the Croesyceiliog Community.
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Good News from the Expressive Arts Faculty
Music
Cwmbran Community Council Choral Festival – November 2019
As has been the norm for many years now, both the Junior and Senior choirs took part in the
annual Cwmbran Community Council Choral Festival at Congress Theatre last November. This
event brings together many school choirs as a celebration of music in the secondary schools of
Cwmbran. Both school choirs performed beautifully, with the rousing finale of the choir
performance being the Senior Choir singing a medley from the musical ‘Hamilton’, incorporating
not only singing, but rapping as well! It was commented by many of the audience members that it
was both lovely and refreshing to see something so different and interesting from a school choir.
School Christmas Concert – December 2019
The music department were able to put on a Christmas Concert this year. It was a doubly special
occasion, as it was the first major concert performance to be put on in the new school building.
Over 50 students took part in different types of performance, including the introduction of the
schools new Guitar Ensemble, who we hope will continue to be a successful part of future
concerts. There were many soloists, with all of the repertoire being Christmas themed, and both
school choirs performed wonderfully. There was readings done by staff and students, and there
was even a couple of congregational carols sung by the audience. The concert was rounded off by
all participants joining in a performance of the Band Aid song ‘Do They Know It’s Christmas’, with
some audience participation included at the end! We are sure that this will become a regular
feature in the school calendar and hope it continues to develop our musicians.

Art
KS3
We have seen some fantastic artwork produced by KS3 students over this
past month shared via Twitter and email. It is lovely to see such great
attitudes to learning and positive responses from parents and students.
Continue the hard work years 7, 8 and 9.
You are shining this year, continue to strive high and challenge your
creative abilities.
Developing GCSE Skills
Year 7 students are continuing to demonstrate high standard artwork, so much progress. It’s
amazing what they could achieve by year 9 into GCSE! Good opportunity to show progress.
Year 10
Students have made a fantastic start to year 10 producing high quality self-portraits. The unit of
study encourages students to develop a diverse range of skills which in Art which are clearly
conveyed through their high standard, realistic outcomes as shown below. Bendegidig year 10
artists! The next unit of study is Painting, whereby students are building on skills learnt so far to
create diverse and personal paintings inspired by other artists. Into year 11, students will cover
other areas such sculpture, ceramics and printmaking.
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Photography/Ffotograffiaeth
Year 10
Students are building confidence and developing a diverse range of skills including photo
editing, creative use of their photographs in 3D outcomes, such as t-shirts, puzzles, graphic
designs for packaging/posters/magazine covers etc.
Some students have even entered local and national photography competitions with their
best work to date. We look forward to hearing the results of these competitions in the
near future. Ardderchog year 10!

One of our talented Learning Support Assistant Miss
Gregory, decided to paint a picture and donate it to the
new Grange Hospital, it is temporarily going to be at the
Royal Gwent Hospital until the Grange is ready. She
completed the painting as a way of saying thank you to
the whole of the NHS for all their hard work.
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Say HELLO to your Wellbeing Team.

Above: Mrs Rawle-Jones (Assistant Head Teacher), Mrs Edwards (Head of Year 11) and Mrs
Newland-Jones (Head of Year 9).
The Wellbeing team have been working very hard to keep in touch with all of our students who
might be finding these unusual times a bit difficult. Working from home, the team have been
making regular contact with families, answering questions, chatting with and supporting our
students’ wellbeing. To date, over 1000 calls have been made.

We are updating our Croesyceiliog Wellbeing
Support Team twitter feed daily with
wellbeing messages and links. You will also
find contact details for The Counselling
Service and links to other agencies that can
help keep us all emotionally buoyant in the
Wellbeing section of the school website.
Parents and carers can even direct message
the Wellbeing team on this feed.

Left: Miss Stanley, Mrs Cook, Mrs Webb, Mrs
Roberts, Mrs Davies and Miss Bowen on one
of their Wellbeing meetings.
.
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Staff from the Additional Learning Needs Department have also been supporting the wellbeing of
our students by making phone calls home to parents and carers, directing students to the literacy
resources located via links on the school website.

Above: Ms Tarr, Mrs Powell and Mrs Dibble.

Mrs K Williams, Additional Learning Needs Coordinator, has reported that the work has been
very well received by families and there have
been many positive comments from parents.

Wellbeing
This academic year has been a very busy, if unusual year thus far! The Wellbeing team has worked
extremely hard focusing on ensuring students are safe, healthy and happy at our school. The
wellbeing of our students underpins their learning and is paramount in ensuring they receive an
enriching experience during their time at school. Our vision is for all of our students to leave
Croesyceiliog happy, healthy and confident in their own abilities; our learners will be ambitious,
enterprising, creative and capable of fully contributing to the wider community. We want our
students to continue on their journey of lifelong learning with the skills, resilience and mind-set to
overcome any challenges they are faced with. These qualities are promoted through our Health
and Wellbeing curriculum where the attributes of Leadership, Organisation, Resilience, Initiative
and Communication are developed.
Our aim at Croesyceiliog is more than simply preparing students to sit external examinations. We
want our students to emulate our motto of “Learning, Respect, Ambition,” taking the skills and
experiences from Croesyceiliog forward as they move on their learning pathway.
Can I take this opportunity to thank the students, parents and the wider community for the
support you have given over this academic year.
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Good News from the Student Support Centre
This year saw the opening of our Student Support Centre; a nurture base for Croesy students.
Targeting personal development and wellbeing, we focus on the small steps, which lead to
incredible changes.
With a team of LSAs providing additional academic support, the centre has also stretched the
existing talent of our students, and provided new experiences, in the areas of music, horticulture,
art, entrepreneurial skills, physical education and catering.
LIFE SKILLS
Making the most of our community kitchen, students have been learning how to cook for
themselves and others, maintaining the high standards of cleanliness and hygiene, and budgeting
for their meal planning. Our students have been making a healthy meal each day to help promote
a healthy lifestyle. Next year we are looking forward to harvesting, and cooking, our own organic
produce from the garden.
CHRISTMAS DINNER
This year we had our first Christmas Dinner in the centre.
All students worked well as a team to lead with the
preparation and cooking of the dinner. As you can see
they did an amazing job.

Brooke and Hollie cooking safely as a team

Ollie, Harry & Mrs Williams having a cracking time!
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HIT EDUCATION
The Student Support Centre welcomed HIT Education into the
centre this December. The talented team have transformed
our learning environment with their enthusiasm, dedication
and approachability. Our students are currently working
tirelessly towards their Personal and Social Education
Extended Certificate Level 2, GCSE Equivalence two A* - C,
even during lockdown. Keep up the good work all of you.
Don’t forget to contact Heath and Mike via Instagram if you
need support completing your work @hit_education

Mike and Heath Baker from HIT Education

CHARITY FUNDRAISING
In January, Sian Kinsey from The
Wallich come into the centre to thank
our students for their Christmas
fundraising efforts and to discuss the
issues surrounding homelessness.

Sian with Hollie, Miss Norman, Miss Moody, Miss Williams, Chloe and Demi
HORTICULTURE
At the first glimmer of sunshine we were out in our garden planting out fruit and vegetables.
Gardening has been proven to boost mental and physical health and can be immensely satisfying
seeing what can result from a little bit of nurture and patience. Next on our agenda is promoting
wildlife with the addition of wild flowers, a hedgehog house, bug hotel and a pond.

Radishes: Our first harvest Planting our first apple tree Looking forward to pumpkins at
Halloween
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The Student Support Centre students enjoyed taking part in Bouldering with other students in the
school. Although no one could keep up with Miss Moody’s pace, they all had great fun trying!
Fantastic teamwork and determination shown by all.
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Farewell Year 11
After leading the current Year 11 through Croesyceiliog School
since year 7, I never once expected their academic journey to
come to such a sudden and unexpected end. Despite the
extra - long holiday that students will now be enjoying, I know
that the majority of them, like me, will be feeling frustrated
and disappointed that they were not given the opportunity
to demonstrate all their hard work and sit their final exams.
They had been our focus for a long time and it was such an
anti-climax when it all came to an abrupt end. I’m sure this
has caused worry and uncertainty for many students, however
rest assured that their teachers (who know them best and
what they are capable of) will ensure that they are awarded
the grades that they deserve in the summer.

Good news” from the
Sixth Form:
“

56 students in Year 13 have University
place. These are places at top Russell
group Universities around the country.
We have two students with places to
study medicine.
Congratulations to Will R Year 13 who
has gained a Welsh Cap and is now
training “virtually “with the Welsh
team.
Even during these strange times the
sixth form have continued to fund
raise and donate and support local
charities like cancer research /
remission possible.

It can sometimes prove difficult to keep year 11 students
focussed and driven as they approach their final months in
school. Usually by now they have heard enough about exams,
coursework, revision etc. and it can be overwhelming, stressful
and tiresome for them. Despite this, as we began the countdown to what was meant to be the exam
period, I was extremely proud to see year 11 students demonstrating a mature and conscientious attitude
to their learning and progress. Many were attending after school revision sessions, making use of our new
school facilities to complete independent learning and accessing online revision resources at home. I like
to think that the ambition and drive to succeed that I witnessed was partly a result of my constant
reminders that GCSE success will enable them to have choices, lead them to new opportunities and give
them a sense of achievement that they will remember in years to come.
It has been a great privilege to witness the development of the students into mature and respectful young
adults, who will hopefully begin their new academic or employment journeys in September in whichever
path they choose. Yes, this has been an unexpected set-back for all of them however, over the years I
have observed them develop resilience and an ability to cope with change that will enable them to accept
and adjust to the current situation until normality returns. Until then, I hope that all students are making
their physical and mental wellbeing a priority by taking care of themselves along with helping to take care
of their families. It is unfortunate that students were denied the usual school leavers rituals such as shirt
signing etc., however, when this is all over we can hopefully give them a send - off they deserve.
In the meantime year 11, stay safe, stay positive and continue to look forward to the next part of your
journey - whatever that may be!!!
Mrs Edwards, Head of Year
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Year 10
I am so proud of the mature way in which Year 10 students have been tackling their GCSE studies.
Students have been working hard, attending revision sessions and spending time outside lessons
improving their performance across a range of subjects. Their mature and responsible attitude is
the subject of many discussions, whether observations by senior staff in classrooms or classroom
teachers commenting on their students.
This mature approach was evident in their first ever GCSE exam - English Literature. The exam
team were very complimentary about the students' conduct in the exam. The efforts of students
was evident on results day, I was a very proud HOY watching the range of emotions as they
opened the dreaded envelopes! From absolute surprise, to joy and some who were disappointed,
everyone left the hall with either pride, relief or a plan to do better. Great resilience.
Miss Priestley - Head of Year 10

Year 9
On October 2nd parents and carers were invited to the Year 9 Information Event in the East Hall. At
the Event families were given vital information about preparing for future controlled assessments
and examinations that their children would undertake during their G.C.S.E years.
Information was shared about:
All parents and carers were given a supporting information booklet.
Mrs Newland-Jones enjoyed looking through a variety of exercise books in October and was very
impressed with the standard of work seen.
Examples of impressive Welsh books were praised on twitter too!

Year number of 9 students enjoyed taking part in a series of visits to the new school building.
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Mrs Newland-Jones holds a celebration assembly at the end of every term. Certificates,
congratulations and thanks are always shared.
9NH won the overall attendance for the autumn term and 87 certificates were awarded for 100%
attendance.
9AB won the most merits earned for the autumn term and 10 students, from a number of form
groups earned super hero certificates. These students earned a high number classchart merits.
Classcharts positives have been very much valued by Year 9 students and parents.
Year 9 parents’ evening was extremely well attended by our dedicated team of parents and carers.
Lots of valuable of information was shared by both families and teachers

Year 8
Year 8 attended a Mindfulness Champions course that ran over December/January for 8 weeks.
This was run in conjunction with local primary schools organised by Saffron Cooksey, a
Mindfulness tutor and specialist. The children were trained as Mindfulness Champions – learning
new ideas and strategies that will help with anxiety and stress that can be used in education
environment. They have been working on new ideas to introduce this to Croesyceiliog School to
aid mindful thinking amongst the learners in our school and to promote useful strategies and
techniques to help with times when we feel a little overwhelmed. The children were a credit to
Croesy and behaved with the upmost respect as fantastic role models to the younger children.

Year 7
Year 7 learners have settled well into the new Croesyceiliog School and they are really enjoying
the new school’s facilities. The lockers are proving to be a big hit and students are also really
enjoying the breakfast waffles and fun ‘pug mugs’ in the canteen! The shorter dinner queues from
the new split lunch have also been welcomed by the students.
Year 6 transition will look a little different this year but we are gathering as much information as
we can about our new Year 6 students and we are working closely with our Primary colleagues to
learn about the achievements and academic and pastoral needs of our new year group. Further
information and resources will be available through our Croesyceiliog School Website and
advertised through our Year 6 Twitter page @6Croesy very soon.
This term our year 7 tutor groups were preparing to launch their choice of First Give charity and
beginning their fundraising in assembly. Mrs Kent and Mrs Pryce were lucky enough to hear 7AW
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in rehearsal and were very impressed by the knowledge and presentation skills of the students.
We look forward to continuing these projects when we all return.
Our Year 7 mindfulness Champions attended several training sessions with students from other
schools and met with Mrs Kent to plan how their skills can be shared with the rest of the year
group. The group decided to create a survey and PowerPoint to begin recruiting new members to
the group and the club will be ready for its first session very soon. If you would like to know more
about mindfulness techniques at this difficult time, please contact Mrs Kent and the mindfulness
champions will put together some resources to send home.
Launch of Croesy Senedd
We believe that strong student voice and decision making opportunities greatly benefit the whole
school community. Last term students volunteered to join a range of school council and interest
groups and met with teacher reps. A range of important points was discussed and nominated
student reps met with Miss Harris as the new Croesy Senedd to discuss school issues in depth and
to make plans for student led school improvement. We are still looking for new members, so
please ask your form tutor for more information
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